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MISSOULA MENDELSSOHN CLUB 
LAUNCHES 25TH SEASON MONDAY
By Dennis Sale 
UM Information Services
MISSOULA---
IVhen the golden sounds of the Missoula Mendelssohn Club cascade from the stage of the 
University of Montana Theater next spring, those vocal tones won't be the result of 
effortless experiences.
For many of the 50 or so members of the local singing group, the 1969-70 silver 
anniversary of the Mendelssohn Club will mean hours of instruction, learning and repetition, 
since a number of the members do not read music.
First rehearsal for the Club this season will be at 7:30 p.m. Monday (Sept.22) in 
room 218 of the UM Music School Building. Entering his seventh season as director of the
choral group is Dr. Joseph A. Mussulman, an associate professor of music at UM.
Men fond of singing from all walks of life, from barbers to physicians, join the 
Mendelssohn Club, which meets each Monday during the season from 7^30-9:30 p.m. at the UM 
Music Building. The men practice various numbers for the spring concert and other less 
formal presentations for Missoula and vicinity.
The nonprofit male singing group, which last season had 48 members, was founded in 1945 
and gave its first formal spring concert in 1946. Traditionally, the singers have been 
directed by a University faculty member.
President of the Club for the silver anniversary season is Garrett W. Wolverton, 3514 
Houston. Wolverton has been with the Mendelssohn singers since 1965. He probably best 
sums up the main objectives of the C lub since it was established more th£m twQ decades ^
I can go to the Mendelssohn Club singing sessions and sing all types of music with 
fellows who enjoy the same type of thing," said Wolverton. "I come away from each session
feeding very satisfied, very fulfilled."
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Dr. Mussulman has noticed the spirit of camaraderie and song which exists in the 
Mendelssohn Club.
"So pervasive is the spirit of friendship and of the enjoyment of singing that I feel 
like one of the fellows myself, rather than a professional musician and a conductor," 
he remarked. "For me it is one of the most relaxing and enjoyable evenings of the week.
The backgrounds and abilities of the 50 or so members of the Club represent about 50 
different levels of musical capability, ranging from zero to 100 per cent in musical 
background," Dr. Mussulman said. "In view of this,many of the members find they learn from 
one another without any conscious effort on anyone's part."
Only three other men have directed the Mendelssohn Club for one or more entire seasons. 
Before Dr. Mussulman started his long-term directorship in 1963, the respective directors 
were Norman Gulbrandsen, the first director, who is now at Northwestern University, Evanston, 
I1-1.-.; Stephen L. Niblack, a former music director at Missoula County High School who now 
lives at Long Beach, Calif., and Lloyd Oakland, who retired from the UM music faculty in 
August 1968 to assume a professional career and property interests at Blairsburg, Iowa.
Charter members of the original Mendelssohn organization in 1945-46 who are 
expected back this season include Carroll E. Miller, 820 Hastings; David A. Rusk, 2010 
Wylie Ave.; Alfredo Cipolato, 602 E. Broadway; Byron Price, 632 Woodford; William R. Scott, 
324 Stephens Ave.; Elmer Barrett, 716 Parkview Way, and Don Van Cleve, 2306 Pleasant Ave.
The Mendelssohn Club presented its first local televised Christmas show last year.
Among other activities, the Mendelssohn members traditionally divide into two groups and go 
to several hospitals and rest homes in the Missoula area to sing for institution residents 
at Christmastime.
The 1970 spring concert will include a group of popular numbers including "Cherish,"
"It Was A Very Good Year" and "Impossible Dream." Other songs featured will include 
arrangements for the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet 
Singing in America--"A11 Alone" and "Just As Your Mother Was." Donald 0. Carey, an 
assistant professor of music at UM, is preparing a special arrangement of "America The 
Beautiful" for the closing selection.
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James Thompson, a graduate assistant in music at UM, who formerly was director of 
the Male Chorus at Savannah State College, Savannah, G ^ h e  the piano accompanist this
season, replacing Laurence B. Perry, UM music chairman, who is on leave this year to work 
on his doctoral degree in music.
Joining IVolverton as Mendelssohn officers for the 1969-70 season are Gary E. 
Eudaily, 234 Kensington, vice-president; Lewis L. Folsom, 2620 S. 7th/,v._ secretary, 
and Donald G. Millhouse, 310 South Ave. E.
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